SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 13 MARCH 2005

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards, on Echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS, and probably also experimentally from Jacques, ZS6WDL, on IRLP.  Sarlnews appreciates the services rendered by these two individuals at their own cost.  Sarlnews will however also appreciate reports from individuals or clubs who possibly relay the bulletins on local repeaters from Echolink or IRLP.  Please submit reports to the web address of Sarlnews, it follows later in this bulletin.

In the news today.

MORE FREQUENCY CHANGES FOR AMATEUR RADIO MIRROR INTERNATIONAL

ICASA WILL NOT HANDLE UPGRADE REQUESTS

SUNDAY 40-METRE ACTIVITY

CQ WW WPX PHONE CONTEST

MAY RADIO AMATEUR EXAMINATION

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS depends on clubs and individuals for news of interest to radio amateurs.  Please place your news items on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday pre-ceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English, but please check any dates and telephone numbers before submitting your news item; the editor has found some grave mistakes in the past.

You are listening to ZS6SRL and the news follows in detail.

MORE FREQUENCY CHANGES FOR AMATEUR RADIO MIRROR INTERNATIONAL

From 27 March Sentech will introduce their winter schedule.  This will see another change for Amateur Radio Mirror.  The new schedule will be as follows: 
The Sunday morning broadcast at 10:00 CAT will be on 17 810 and 7 205 kHz.  7 205 kHz replaced 9 750 kHz on 6 March and was well received by many listeners greatly improving coverage.  The repeat broadcast on Mondays at 21:00 CAT will remain on 3 215 kHz.

ARMI will appreciate reports on the various frequencies.  Please send by email to armi@sarl.org.za, or by mail to P O Box 90438, Garsfontein 0042.  If you include your postal address and the reports are received before 15 April you will go in the lucky draw for a pen incorporating a 128 MB flash memory valued at R250.

ICASA WILL NOT HANDLE UPGRADE REQUESTS

ICASA has requested the SARL to inform all ZR's not to send upgrade requests to ICASA.  The new regulations spell out clearly, that these requests must be channelled through the National Society for evaluation.  

While the SARL has appointed a number of Assessors, some additional regulatory issues need to be attended to by the authorities before the Assessors can start their work.  This means that applications for upgrading will take a little longer.  The amended regulations require the appointment of the national body, a process that is currently being attended to by the ministry.

Graham Hartlett, ZS6GJH, explained that this process could only begin once the amendments to the regulations were gazetted.  "The SARL is working closely with the authorities to get this last piece of regulatory action in place.  As soon as the process has been completed details will be published on www.sarl.org.za and announced on SARL news.

SUNDAY 40 METRE ACTIVITY

Following the promulgation of the new regulations and the increased use of the HF Bands, SARL News would like to inform and remind users of the 40 metre band of a "gentlemen's agreement" made many years ago.

This agreement goes about the use of the 40 metre band on Sundays.  Many years ago the SARL co-ordinated the frequencies and times for the broadcasting of branch bulletins, this to prevent clashes and interference.  The decision was taken to have 4 kHz spacing between the frequencies and the following frequencies were selected: 7082, 7078, 7074, 7070, 7066, 7062 kHz and possibly others higher and lower.  This agreement has not been changed.

Users of the 40 metre band on Sunday mornings are requested to ensure that they are not causing interference to the recognised bulletin frequencies and where possible select a frequency for a rag chew away from the bulletin frequencies.

PREFERRED EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION FREQUENCIES

The frequency of 7 070 kHz is the preferred emergency communications frequency and we encourage activity on this frequency, but request that a suitable pause be given between overs, to allow anyone with emergency traffic to break in.  It has been noted that some users are very fast on the PTT.

2004 AWARD CERTIFICATES

Tjerk Lammers, ZS6P, the League's Award Manager, announced that he had mailed award certificates on Tuesday to all the place winners in the League's 2004 contests.  Hopefully you should have received them by now.  Do not hide them in a drawer; frame them for all to see and notice that you are a deserving one!

Congratulations to all the place winners and a round of applause to all those that participated, because without you, the contests would not have been such a resounding success.

Tjerk noted that it was a sticky task, as he had to paste 117 stamps on the envelopes!

SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS100RI

The Rotary Club of Midrand will be operating a special events station from the Olivenhout Bosch community centre where Midrand Rotary has been running a community project known as Thusanang.  They will be broadcasting as ZS100RI from 12 March 2006 to 28 February 2006 in celebration of 100 years of Rotary.  QSL via Craig ZS6CKB.

CQ WW WPX PHONE CONTEST

The 2005 CQ WW WPX Phone Contest will be on the air during the Easter Weekend.  The contest starts at 00:00 on 26 March and ends 48 hours later with activity on 160, 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres.  The exchange is RS and a serial number.

MAY RADIO AMATEUR EXAMINATION

The May 2005 Radio Amateur Examination will be conducted on Thursday evening 19 May 2005.  Persons interested in writing the examination must register with the SARL by no later than Thursday 14 April 2005.  Visit the SARL web site at www.sarl.org.za for more information.

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION OPEN DAY

The annual Radio Technology in Action open day will be held on Saturday 20 August 2005 at the National Amateur Radio Centre in Roodepoort.  Proposals for papers are now called for.  The main themes of the forums are Technology, Home Construction and Operational Activity.  Proposals for papers should be written in Microsoft Word and should not exceed 500 words and be mailed to rta@sarl.org.za before 15 April 2005.
 
PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

Tad Cook, K7RA, reports the sun was quiet this week, but a new chain of sunspots is rotating into a geo-effective position.  There were some active days for geomagnetic conditions, most pronounced on 6 - 8 March, and due to a solar wind stream.  The average daily planetary A index rose less than 11 points to 20,1, and the average mid latitude A index rose less than 6 points to 12,3.  Average daily sunspot numbers were up over 21 points to 36,1, and average daily solar flux rose less than 10 points to 85,9

Rising solar flux and increasing sunspots are expected over the next week.  Solar flux should peak around 15 - 16 March near 115, then drop below 100 around 20 March.  The most active predicted geomagnetic day in the near term is 14 March, but conditions should be merely unsettled, rather than stormy.

Enjoy the next few weeks.  The period around the equinox is a good time for HF propagation, even with the sunspot count so low.

DIARY OF EVENTS

12 March 05 - 28 Feb 06 ZS100RI special event station;
31 March- closing date for final papers for AMSATCOM 2005; and closing date for part 1 of the 2005 Construction Competition;
07 April - SARL 80 Metre QSO Party
08 April - SARL Awards Dinner;
09 April - SARL AGM;
10 April - SARL Hamnet 40 Metre Emergency Contest
14 April - closing date for May RAE
14 May - AMSATCON2005.
19 May - Radio Amateur Examination
31 May - closing date for part 2 of the 2005 Construction Competition

The SARL invites you to listen on Sundays at 10:00 to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 700, 7 205, and 7 082 kHz and many 2 m repeaters in different areas.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by Dennis, ZS4BS, and read by ........from......... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX